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'HDU�3DUHQWV�*XUGLDQV� 
 
$V�\RX�UHFHLYH�WKLV�1HZOVHWWHU�ZH�KDYH�FRPH�WR�WKH�HQG�
RI��&DWKROLF�6FKRROV�:HHN��2YHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�ZHHN�
ZH�KDYH�KHOG�WRXUV�IRU�RXU�FXUUHQW�<HDU���SDUHQWV��
7KHVH�WRXUV��ZKLFK�WDNH�RYHU�DQ�KRXU�DQG�D�KDOI��DUH�OHG�
E\�RXU�%XVLQHVV�0DQDJHU��0U�3DXO�&UXLVH��'XULQJ�WKLV�
WLPH�WKH�SDUHQWV�JHW�D�YHU\�JRRG�LGHD�RI�WKH�FOLPDWH�IRU�
OHDUQLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VFKRRO��2XU�WHDFKHUV�DQG�WKHLU�������
H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�RXU�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKH�VWXGHQWV������������
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKHVH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�PDNH�IRU�D�YHU\�
SRVLWLYH�HQYLURQPHQW��FRQGXFLYH�WR�OHDUQLQJ��7KLV�LV�D�
UHDO�SOXV�IRU�WKH�&ROOHJH�DQG�LW�LV�FOHDUO\�HYLGHQW�RQ�
WKHVH�WRXUV��7KHVH�WRXUV��KDSSHQHG�RQ�IRXU�PRUQLQJV�
WKLV�ZHHN�� 
 
2Q�:HGQHVGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�ZH�KDG�D�ODUJH�JURXS�SDUHQWV�
DQG�FKLOGUHQ�YLVLW�WKH�VFKRRO�DIWHU�����SP��$IWHU�D�EULHI�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�E\�PH�JURXSV�KDG�D�WRXU�RI�WKH�&ROOHJH�OHG�
E\�VRPH�RI�RXU��6WXGHQW�5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�&RXQFLO������
PHPEHUV��$V�,�H[SODLQ�GXULQJ�P\�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��RXU����
VWXGHQWV�DUH�RXU�JUHDWHVW�DGYHUWLVHPHQW�DQG�WKLV�LV����
FHUWDLQO\�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�WKHVH�HOHFWHG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� 

5(0,1'(5 ��2XU�3DUHQWV�DQG�)ULHQGV�JURXS�ZLOO�EH�
PHHWLQJ�WKLV�FRPLQJ�:HGQHVGD\�QLJKW����WK�0DUFK�DW�
����SP�KHUH�DW�WKH�&ROOHJH��$W�WKH�PHHWLQJ�,�ZLOO�EH���
GHOLYHULQJ�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DQG�WDNH�TXHVWLRQV�RQ�RXU�QHZ�
�RXU/HDUQLQJ�FRXUVH� ,�ZRXOG�DVN�LI�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�
DWWHQG�WKLV�PHHWLQJ�WKDW�\RX�5693�E\�VHQGLQJ�D�
EULHI�HPDLO�WR EHGHSROGLQJ#SDUUD�FDWKROLF�HGX�DX  
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<HDU���(QUROPHQWV����� 
 
(QUROPHQW�IRUPV�IRU�<HDU��������DUH�QRZ�DYDLODEOH�IURP�WKH�
RIILFH��)HHGHU� VFKRROV� KDYH� EHHQ� JLYHQ� HQUROPHQW� IRUPV��
&RPSOHWHG� DSSOLFDWLRQV�0867� EH� UHWXUQHG� WR� WKH�&ROOHJH�
QR�ODWHU�WKDQ�)ULGD\���WK�0D\������ 
 
,W� LV�DEVROXWHO\�HVVHQWLDO�WKDW�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�DW�%HGH�
3ROGLQJ�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH\�FROOHFW�DQ�HQUROPHQW�IRUP�IRU� 
VLEOLQJV�WKH\�ZLVK�WR�FRPPHQFH�DW��%HGH�3ROGLQJ�LQ�<HDU���
������7KH�VFKRRO�KDV�QR�ZD\�RI�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�\RX�ZLVK�
WR�HQURO�D�VLEOLQJ�XQOHVV�\RX�VXEPLW�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ� 
 
 
 

�����6FKRRO�)HHV 

6FKRRO�)HH�6WDWHPHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�LVVXHG�WR�DOO�IDPLOLHV�DQG�
DOO�IDPLOLHV�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WDNH�WKH�RIIHU�RI�D�)OH[LEOH�
3D\PHQW�3ODQ��)33��HLWKHU�RQ�OLQH�RU�E\�SRVW��7KH�)33�
PHDQV�WKDW�VFKRRO�IHHV�FDQ�EH�SDLG�HLWKHU�ZHHNO\��IRUWQLJKWO\�
RU�PRQWKO\��7KH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�)33�LV�LQFOXGHG�ZLWK�
WKH�6FKRRO�)HH�6WDWHPHQWV� 
 
8QIRUWXQDWHO\������6FKRRO�)HHV�ZHUH�LVVXHG�ZLWK�WKH���������
LQFRUUHFW�%LOOHU�&RGH�IRU�%3$<�-�WKH�FRUUHFW�%LOOHU�&RGH�LV�
��������:H�VLQFHUHO\�DSRORJLVH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�D������
FRUUHFWHG�)HH�6WDWHPHQW�LV�EHLQJ�PDLOHG� 



Year 9 students are currently learning 
about Australian Bush Foods.  This week all 
year 9 classes cooked with Lemon Myrtle to 
produce delicious Lemon Myrtle muffins. 
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This Semester DAT Agriculture 
students are learning how to 
raise and care for some chirpy 
chickens, ranging in age from 
1 week old Chicks to Adult 
Hens and Roosters. 



Year 11 Textiles and Design 
,Q�WKHLU�ILUVW�OHVVRQ�RI�WKH�\HDU��VWXGHQWV�LQ�\HDU����
7H[WLOHV�DQG�'HVLJQ�ZRUNHG�LQ�VPDOO�JURXSV�WR������
PDQLSXODWH�IDEULFV�DQG�H[SHULPHQW�ZLWK�FRORXU�DQG�
SULQW���,W�ZDV�DQ�H[HUFLVH�LQ�FUHDWLYLW\��WHDP�ZRUN�
DQG�SUREOHP�VROYLQJ�WKDW�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�JLUOV�������
FUHDWLQJ�H\H�FDWFKLQJ�VLJQV�IRU�WKH�FODVVURRP��WKDW�
ZLOO�HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�µ'UHDP��%HOLHYH�DQG�&UHDWH¶�
WKURXJKRXW�WKHLU�VWDJH���FRXUVH� 



EĞǁƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�d�^��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ 
,ŽůůǇǁŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�>�'K�Ăƚ��ĞĚĞ� 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

6WXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�\HDU���7$6�VXEMHFW�RI 
�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6RIWZDUH�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\�
KDYH�UHFHQWO\�EHHQ�LQWURGXFHG�WR�WKH�
ZRUOG�RI�PRYLH�FUHDWLRQ�XVLQJ�D�ILOP� 
WHFKQLTXH�FDOOHG�VWRS�PRWLRQ�DQLPDWLRQ�
DQG�XVHG�VSHFLDO�HIIHFWV�FRPPRQO\�XVHG�
LQ�+ROO\ZRRG�EORFNEXVWHUV�ILOPV�FDOOHG�
³JUHHQ�VFUHHQ´��7KH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�
XVLQJ�WKHLU�L3KRQHV��L3DGV�DQG�DQ�DSS�WR�
FUHDWH�D�VKRUW�DQLPDWLRQ�XVLQJ�/(*2�
PLQL�ILJXUHV��/(*2�EULFNV�DQG�D�YDULHW\�
RI�/(*2�SURSV�� 
 
,Q�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�ZHHNV�WKH�FODVV�ZLOO�EH�
FUHDWLQJ�D�UDQJH�RI�SURMHFWV�XVLQJ�WKH�
WHFKQLTXHV�OHDUQW�DQG�ZLOO�WKHQ�XVH�DXGLR�
FUHDWLRQ�VRIWZDUH�WR�DGG�VRXQG�HIIHFWV�
DQG�VRXQGWUDFNV� 

6WXGHQWV�LQ�<HDU���ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VHOHFW�HOHFWLYH� 
FODVVHV�ODWHU�WKLV�\HDU��,I�\RX�DUH�
LQ�\HDU���DQG�HQMR\�DFWLYLWLHV�VXFK�
DV�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�WKH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�
GRLQJ�LQ�WKHVH�SLFWXUHV��WKHQ� 
,QIRUPDWLRQ�6RIWZDUH�DQG� 
7HFKQRORJ\�PLJKW�EH�D�VXEMHFW�
\RX�PD\�ZDQW�WR�FRQVLGHU�DV�RQH�
RI�\RXU�HOHFWLYHV�IRU�QH[W�\HDU��
<RX�VKRXOG�VHH�0U�0HUOLQR�RU�
RQH�RI�WKH�7$6�WHDFKHUV�IRU�PRUH 
�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 
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%\�(ULQ�%UHWW�<HDU����65& 
 
2Q�WKH���QG�)HEUXDU\��WKH�<HDU����65&�ZHUH�LQYLWHG�WR�WKH�5RRW\�+LOO�
56/�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�/LIWHG�/HDGHUV�6HPLQDU��$W�WKLV�VHPLQDU��D�ODUJH�
QXPEHU�RI�VFKRRO�OHDGHUV�IURP�KLJK�VFKRROV�LQ�WKH�3DUUDPDWWD�'LRFHVH�
DWWHQGHG�WR�VKDUH�LGHDV�DERXW�SURPRWLQJ�WKH�&DWKROLF�µ<HDU�RI�<RXWK¶��
ZLWKLQ�RXU�VFKRROV� 
 
7R�VWDUW�WKH�GD\��ZH�OLVWHQHG�WR�)DWKHU�5RE�*DOHD�VKDUH�KLV�H[WUHPHO\������
,QVSLULQJ�VWRU\�DERXW�KLV�DGGLFWLRQV��GHSUHVVLRQ�DQG�IHDUV��)DWKHU�5RE�
*DOHD�ZDV�DQ�HQJDJLQJ�DQG�HQWHUWDLQLQJ�LQGLYLGXDO��ZKR�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�
VWUXJJOHV�WKDW�D�ORW�RI�WHHQDJHUV�IDFH�DQG�ZDV�DEOH�WR�UHODWH�KLV�VWRU\�WR�
WKHVH�VWUXJJOHV� 
 
$IWHU�WKLV�WDON�IURP�)DWKHU�5RE�*DOHD��ZH�ZHUH�LQYLWHG�WR�VHSDUDWH�IURP�
RXU�VFKRRO�JURXSV�DQG�VLW�ZLWK�RWKHU�OHDGHUV�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�VFKRROV��7KLV�
SXW�XV�RXW�RI�RXU�FRPIRUW�]RQHV��VR�ZH�SOD\HG�DQ�LFH-EUHDNHU�JDPH�ZLWK�
WKH�RWKHU�VFKRROV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�IHHO�PRUH�FRPIRUWDEOH��:H�ZHUH�WKHQ������������
,QWURGXFHG�WR�%LVKRS�9LQFHQW�ZKR�VSRNH�WR�XV�DERXW�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW������
WRGD\¶V�\RXWK�DUH�WR�ERWK�KLPVHOI��DQG�WKH�HQWLUH�&DWKROLF�FRPPXQLW\��
%LVKRS�9LQFHQW�UHFRJQLVHV�DOO�RI�WKH�XQLTXH��LQGLYLGXDO�SHUVRQDOLWLHV�WKDW�
HDFK�SHUVRQ�KDV�DQG�H[SODLQHG�WR�XV�KRZ�HDFK�SHUVRQ�LV�ORYHG�E\�*RG�
DQG�KLPVHOI��7KH�%LVKRS�DOVR�DGGUHVVHG�KRZ�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�WKH�PHGLD��
WKH�&DWKROLF�UHOLJLRQ�ZDV�VHHQ�DV�D�FORVH-PLQGHG�UHOLJLRQ�ZLWK�VWULFW���
PRUDOV�DQG�YDOXHV��KRZHYHU��KH�FRQWUDGLFWHG�WKLV�PHGLD-LQIOXHQFHG�LGHD�
ZLWK�KLV�RSHQ�KHDUW�DQG�PLQG�DQG�SURPSWHG�XV�WR�YDOXH�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�
DQG�WKHLU�XQLTXH�ZDON�RI�OLIH��%LVKRS�9LQFHQW¶V�DQG�)DWKHU�5RE�*DOHD�
WDONV�VHW�WKH�WRQH�IRU�WKH�GD\�DQG�DOORZHG�HDFK�SHUVRQ�WKHUH�WR�IHHO�PRUH�
FRPIRUWDEOH�DQG�RSHQ-PLQGHG�WR�KDYLQJ�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU�
VFKRRO-OHDGHUV� 
&RQWLQXHG�RQ�QH[W�SDJH 



%HIRUH�ZH�KDG�OXQFK��ZH�ZHUH�DVNHG�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU�
VFKRRO�OHDGHUV�RQ�RXU�WDEOH�WR�GLVFXVV�ZKDW�PDGH�RXU�VFKRROV�XQLTXH��
7KHUH�ZHUH�D�YDULHW\�RI�LGHDV�WKDW�ZHUH�GLVFXVVHG��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH������
PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VFKRROV��WKH�FKDULWLHV�WKDW�HDFK�VFKRRO�LV����
LQYROYHG�LQ�DQG�GHVSLWH�DOO�EHLQJ�&DWKROLF�VFKRROV��WKH�UHOLJLRXV���������
GLYHUVLW\�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKH�VFKRROV��7KH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�H[SUHVV�WKHVH�����
UHOLJLRQV�DQG�LQWHUIDLWK�GLDORJXH�ZDV�DOVR�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�SRLQW��$�IHZ�RI�
WKH�VFKRROV�ZHUH�����FKRVHQ�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�LGHDV�VKDUHG�RQ�WKHLU�WDEOH�
RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKHLU�JURXS� 
 
,Q�VHVVLRQ�WZR��ZH�EHJDQ�E\�VKDULQJ�PRUH�DERXW�RXU�VFKRROV��7KLV����
EHFDPH�HDVLHU�DV�WKH�WLPH�ZHQW�RQ�EHFDXVH�ZH�ZHUH�HQFRXUDJHG�
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�EUHDNV�WR�WDON�WR�RWKHU�VFKRRO�OHDGHUV��7KLV�WLPH��ZH�
ZHUH�WROG�WR�GLVFXVV�KRZ�ZH�FRXOG�HQFRXUDJH�RXU�VFKRRO�WR�EHFRPH��
LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�<HDU�RI�WKH�<RXWK��$JDLQ��D�IHZ�VFKRROV�ZHUH�FKRVHQ�WR�
VKDUH�ZLWK�WKH�JURXS�DERXW�KRZ�WKH\�FDQ�LQFRUSRUDWH�WKH�<HDU�RI�WKH�
<RXWK�LQWR�WKHLU�VFKRRO��7KLV�WLPH��%HGH�3ROGLQJ�ZDV�FKRVHQ�WR�VKDUH�
DQG�,VDEHOOD�VDLG�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�VHOO�RXU�WH[WERRNV�WR�FRQVHUYH�SDSHU��
DQG�RIIHU�PRUH�VHUYLFHV�WR�VWXGHQWV�VR�PRUH�VWXGHQW-WR-VWXGHQW�������
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�FRXOG�RFFXU�HQDEOLQJ�RWKHUV�WR�IHHO�VXSSRUWHG� 
 
7R�FRQFOXGH�WKH�GD\��)DWKHU�5RE�*DOHD�VSRNH�WR�XV�DJDLQ�DERXW�KLV�
IHDUV�DQG�KRZ�KH�RYHUFDPH�WKHVH�IHDUV��+H�VWDWHG�WKDW�LW¶V�WKH�ELJ�
µEXWV¶�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�WKDW�SUHYHQW�XV�IURP�DFKLHYLQJ�JUHDWQHVV��)DWKHU�ZDV�
DQG�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�LQFUHGLEO\�VFDUHG�RI�SXEOLF�VSHDNLQJ��EXW�RYHU�WKH�
ODVW�\HDU�KH�KDV�VSRNHQ�WR�KXQGUHGV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DOO�
RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG�EHFDXVH�KH�GLGQ¶W�DOORZ�WKH�ELJ�µEXW¶�LQ�KLV�OLIH�WR�VWRS�
KLP��7R�ILQLVK�WKH�H[WUHPHO\�UHZDUGLQJ�DQG�LQVSLULQJ�GD\��)DWKHU�5RE�
*DOHD�VDQJ�WR�XV�D�IHZ�VRQJV��   
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1DFHO�$XVWUDODVLD�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�IDPLO\�ZKR�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�KRVW�DQ�H[FKDQJH�
VWXGHQW�WKLV�\HDU��7KH\�KDYH�VHYHUDO�VKRUW�WHUP )UHQFK�VWXGHQWV�DUULYLQJ�LQWR�
6\GQH\�RQ�WKH  ���-XO\�-����$XJXVW������ 
 
 .H\�SRLQWV�DERXW�1DFHO�6WXGHQW�([FKDQJH� 
�1DFHO¶V�SURJUDPV�KHOS�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�������H[SDQG�WKHLU�������
KRUL]RQV��HQJDJH�ZLWK�RWKHU�FXOWXUHV�DQG�LPSURYH�WKHLU�ODQJXDJH�VNLOOV 
�2XU�DLP�LV�WR�SODFH�RQH�VWXGHQW�SHU�VFKRRO�WR�SURPRWH�IXOO�FXOWXUDO�DQG�������
OLQJXDO�LPPHUVLRQ 
�2XU�VWXGHQWV�HQWHU�$XVWUDOLD�RQ�D�YLVLWRU��WRXULVW��YLVD�DQG�DUH�FODVVLILHG�DV�D�
JXHVW�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�WKH\�DWWHQG 
�6WXGHQWV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�SD\�IRU�DOO�VFKRRO�UHODWHG�H[SHQVHV�LQFOXGLQJ���������
XQLIRUP��WH[WERRNV�DQG�VXEMHFW�UHVRXUFH�FKDUJHV��SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW�WR�DQG�IURP�
VFKRRO��RXWLQJV��H[FXUVLRQV�DQG�DOO�SHUVRQDO�DQG�LQFLGHQWDO�VSHQGLQJ 
�6WXGHQWV�OLYH�ZLWK�D�YROXQWHHU�KRVW�IDPLO\�VRXUFHG�IURP�WKH�VFKRRO�����������
FRPPXQLW\  
 
)DPLO\�,QFHQWLYHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�IDPLOLHV�RIIHULQJ�WR�KRVW�� 

WKH���������(QWHUWDLQPHQW�ERRN 
�����&ROHV�9RXFKHU 
D������GLVFRXQW�WR�D�VWXGHQW�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�KRVWLQJ�IDPLO\�IRU�DQ\�RI�RXU�

LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV�LQ����� 
  
%\�ZHOFRPLQJ D 1DFHO�$XVWUDODVLD��(XURSHDQ�KLJK�VFKRRO����VWXGHQW�LQWR�\RXU�
KRPH�WKLV�ZLQWHU�\RX�ZLOO�HQKDQFH�\RXU��IDPLO\¶V�ODQJXDJH�VNLOOV��FXOWXUDO����
H[SRVXUH�DQG�JOREDO���������QHWZRUN� 
(YHU\�\HDU�RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DVVLVWV�VWXGHQWV�IURP�)UDQFH������,WDO\��*HUPDQ\�
DQG�6SDLQ�WR�H[SHULHQFH�OLIH�LQ�DQ�$XVWUDOLDQ�VFKRRO�ZKLOH�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�DQ����
$XVWUDOLDQ�IDPLO\� 
7KHVH�VWXGHQWV��ER\V�DQG�JLUOV�EHWZHHQ����–����\HDUV�RI�DJH��DUH�KRVWHG�E\���
SULYDWH�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�VFKRROV�DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�FXUUHQW�VWXGHQWV¶����
IDPLOLHV� 
 
�:H�OLDLVH�DQG�ZRUN�GLUHFWO\�ZLWK�WKH�KRVW�IDPLO\�SUHSDULQJ�WR�UHFHLYH�DQ���
RYHUVHDV�VWXGHQW�DQG�SURYLGH�WKHP�ZLWK������VXSSRUW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�VWD\ 
�6WXGHQWV�RQ�SODFHPHQWV�DOVR�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR������VXSSRUW�DQG�KDYH������������
FRPSUHKHQVLYH�LQVXUDQFH 
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providing quality public transport 

Busways Group Pty Ltd 
5 Bridge St, Pymble NSW 2073 

www.busways.com.au 

 

 
 

Busways Blacktown P/L 
ABN 86 000 173 437 

T   (02) 9625 8900 
F   (02) 9625 4703 
150 Glendenning Rd 
Glendenning NSW 2761 

Busways Blacktown P/L 
Penrith Depot 

T   (02) 4721 9900 
F   (02) 4732 6160 
47-53 Mullins Rd 
Penrith NSW 2750 

Busways Blacktown P/L 
Windsor Depot 

T   (02) 4574 9200 
F   (02) 4577 9054 
91 Mulgrave Rd 
Mulgrave NSW 2756 

Busways Gosford P/L 
ABN 79 817 812 619 

T   (02) 4368 2277 
F   (02) 4368 2077 
42 Empire Bay Dr 
Kincumber NSW 2251 

Busways Wyong P/L 
ABN 17 000 044 726 

T   (02) 4392 6666 
F   (02) 4392 5831 
9 Arizona Rd 
Woongarrah NSW 2259 

Busways North Coast 
P/L 
ABN 75 106 202 340 

T   (02) 6583 2499 
F   (02) 6583 2388 
6-8 Denham St 
Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

 

 

 

 

Does your child catch a school bus? Help them keep it! 

As the bus operator that providing your child’s school bus services, we’re asking for your help getting your 
child to use their Opal card on every bus trip. 

Since the introduction of the School Opal card in 2016, school bus patronage data has significantly 
dropped. This is not reflected in the number of students actually travelling on our buses for various 
reasons a large number of students are consistently not using their Opal cards as they should be. 

Opal data gathered by tapping on and off is used by transport planners and service schedulers to design 
the bus network that best serves the community utilising the resources available. 

If students don’t tap on and off then school bus services will appear underutilised and may be considered 
for cancellation based on low passenger numbers.  

Please help us reinforce the message that tapping on and off every bus journey with an Opal card is 
essential to travel on the bus. This will ensure school services continue to be planned for the students that 
use it, providing the journey to school your children depend on.  

To help us achieve this, please talk with your child: 

· Ask them if they tap on and off the bus with their Opal card. 
· If they do, congratulate them for doing the right thing and talk about why it’s important.  
· If they sometimes don’t or never do, ask them why.  

o Are they confused about why they have to? Talk about why it’s important, and that every 
tap tells the bus planners that the bus is needed.  

o Do they forget? Help them find a way to remember, such as getting into the habit of 
getting their Opal card out as soon as they arrive at the bus stop or bus line.  

o Is their Opal card at the bottom of their bag? Help find a handier place to keep it. 
o Are they influenced by friends or peers that don’t tap? Talk about how they like to travel 

on the bus with their friends and how tapping is what keeps the service running. 
o Have they lost their Opal card? To order a new Opal card visit www.opal.com.au. 

If there’s another reason that you’d like to discuss with Busways, please contact us at 
infoline@busways.com.au or call our customer service team on 9497 1878 to talk to us. We are happy to 
listen and do what we can to help your child feel comfortable using their Opal card. 

Thank you for helping us to best serve your school community. 
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